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Board Chair’s Message, by Pam Miller

Dear Coalition Members:

Spring is here and most of us are making plans to visit Nine Mile Canyon or have been
there recently. If you are going, be prepared for changes. Carbon County has been
working on sections of the road through the canyon. Please let us know what you think
of the improvements.

Board members have been busy this winter. Steve Hansen and Steve Tanner visited
with the Hopi Tribe; read a report of that visit in this newsletter. Steve Tanner and Coa-
lition member Ivan White presented their research on the road dust in Nine Mile Canyon
at the Undergraduate Anthropology Conference at Salt Lake Community College and
again at the monthly meeting of the Castle Valley Chapter of the Utah Statewide Ar-
chaeological Society, both in March. Their photographs are eye-opening and disturbing.

Those of you on our email contact list have received an action alert for the Questar EA,
a project to build a gas transmission line from the mouth of Soldier Creek Canyon to
Duchesne. Instead of paralleling the existing pipeline through Nine Mile Canyon,
Questar will be using the BLM proposed utility corridor on the Tavaputs, enter Nine
Mile parallel to BBC’s pipeline on the Nutter Ranch, and then travel the bottom of the
Canyon for a few miles before exiting at Water Canyon. Various Coalition Board Mem-
bers have met with Questar and Federal Energy Regulatory Commission representatives
on several occasions over the course of developing the EA and we express our apprecia-
tion for being included in the process. Even though the final plan is not exactly what we
wanted or hoped for, we feel we were listened to with respect and efforts were made to
accommodate our concerns.

Price Field Office BLM will be issuing a supplement to their draft resource management
plan. We will issue another action alert when that comes up for public comment, and
we hope you will take the time to read the sections which interest you and submit com-
ments.

Plans are being made for our annual Spring Clean-up on April 21*, and a new fund-
raising event to be held in Salt Lake City.

This brings me to my final point: there are many opportunities to become involved in the
protection and preservation of Nine Mile Canyon. Joining together builds unity and sat-
isfaction, and the reward of knowing we are working for the benefit of Nine Mile Can-
yon and its great and unique resources. This newsletter is filled with news of many op-
portunities to become involved. You may choose your level of participation and com-
mitment, but please join us!




Coalition Meets With Hopi Tribe

An invitation to meet with the
Hopi Cultural Resources Advisory
Task Team (CRATT or Task
Team) regarding issues affecting
Nine Mile Canyon was enthusias-
tically accepted by the Nine Mile
Canyon Coalition. CRATT is
made up of many tribal elders
who are interested and engaged in
preserving and protecting the can-
yon — a region previously deter-
mined to be a significant archive
of the migration patterns and life
ways of their ancestors.

At 9:00am on Thursday February
220d 2007 Coalition Board mem-
bers, Steve Tanner and Steve
Hansen, met with this distin-
guished tribal committee and the
Hopi Cultural Preservation Office
staff in the village of Kykotsmovi,
at the foot of Third Mesa in
northern Arizona. The purpose of
the meeting was to review activi-
ties impacting the cultural record
within Nine Mile Canyon. Leigh
Kuwanwisiwma, Director, Hopi
Cultural Preservation Office con-
ducted the meeting, and stated
that the Cultural Preservation Of-
fice 1s involved with the BLM on
the basis of threats to Hopi ances-
tral sites.

After introductions, Legal Re-
searcher, Terry Morgart, gave a
brief overview of some of their
findings in recent trips to the area.
He stated that upon close inspec-
tion, the Task Team found where
Ute markings had been placed
over rock writing left by their an-
cestors, Hisatsenom, or People of
Long Ago, known to archaeolo-
gists as the Ancestral Puebloan.
Various clan symbols indicating

periods of their occupancy were
identified, as well as other images
significant to the Hopi people.
We presented a slide show enti-
tled “Nine Mile Canyon — An En-
dangered Cultural Treasure.”
Then we reviewed the status of
the nomination of the canyon to
the National Register of Historic
Places, including boundary pro-
posals. Copies of the current
draft nomination were left for re-
view with comments welcomed.

The slide show presented photo-
graphs of rock writings,
pithouses, granaries and other cul-
tural treasures in the canyon.
Many Task Team members com-
mented on the significance and
meaning of certain glyphics. Clan
rock writing was a mandate for
many millennia and as a result the
Hopi can identify clan migration
patterns, lifestyles and stories.

The slideshow also demonstrates
the seriousness of the impact due
to industry in the canyon. Images
of dust-covered petroglyphs, pic-
tographs and prehistoric struc-
tures were shown. Caravans of
heavy industrial traffic creating
dust plumes presents irrefutable
evidence that industry activities
are altering the environment, thus
affecting the prehistoric record.
CRATT members expressed deep
concern that the nation’s energy
policies and thirst for oil and
natural gas are compromising the
integrity and condition of the pre-
historic record. They are also
deeply concerned about the ef-
fects of the industry on the re-
gion’s plants and wildlife.

Steve Hansen

We presented photos of the bar-
rier on the interpretive trail at
“The Great Hunt” panel. Photos
of the corrected project were also
viewed and discussed. The Tribe
expressed gratitude that errors
had been corrected by dismantling
the massive fence pillars and re-
seeding of the area around the
panel.

Following our meeting with the
Task Team, we were asked to at-
tend the scoping meeting address-
ing ethnographic research stem-
ming from the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) relating
to the West Tavaputs Plateau
Natural Gas Project. Ethno-
graphic and Archaeological Con-
sultant, Dr. John Fritz, has been
contracted to complete the ethno-
graphic research. He has done
much field research spanning over
25 years including on Hopi Tribal
Lands. Though his work in Nine
Mile Canyon is being funded by
the project proponent, the Bill
Barrett Corporation, he is trusted
as an unbiased consultant by the
Tribe. Dr. Fritz presented his
plans, including the scope of the
research to be accomplished and
an estimated timeline to complete
the work. We felt confident fol-
lowing the meeting that the eth-
nographic research of the region
will be carried out in a thorough
and professional manner.

The Coalition is grateful and hon-
ored to be partners with the Hopi
Cultural Preservation Office in
preserving and protecting Nine
Mile Canyon.




Spring Clean-Up 2007, Saturday April 21st

Ahhh, it’s Spring at last. And after a long, cold winter there are few things more enjoyable than spending a
day out in the fresh air stretching our legs and soaking up a little sun. Please join us on Saturday April 21st
for our annual Spring Clean-up. It’s a wonderful way to meet other people who love Nine Mile and an im-
mensely gratifying opportunity to show your support for the Coalition’s mission of preserving and protect-
ing Nine Mile Canyon.

This year we’re meeting at 9AM at the Canyon Glen picnic area in the upper canyon (milepost 27.2). We’ll
spend the next few hours cleaning the roadside as far as possible in both directions and return in time fora 1
PM combination pot-luck and informal board meeting. The rest of the afternoon is a prime opportunity to
mingle with new friends or spend time exploring the canyon.

So please join us, and remember to pack your sun screen, hat, gloves, plenty of water and a pot-luck contri-
bution. We hope to see you there!




National Register Nomination Update

The Nomination of Nine Mile Can-
yon to the National Register of
Historic Places keeps moving
along, but delays seem to be the
norm. Here’s the latest update.

Shelly Smith of the State BLM Of-
fice chaired a meeting in Price on
December 14, 2000, called to get
everyone on the same page. Two
Duchesne County and one Carbon
County Commissioners were in
attendance, as well as representa-
tives from almost all of the inter-
ested parties. Shelly gave a brief
history of the Nomination effort
and credited Jerry Spangler for
writing a very professional narrative
to accompany the Nomination.

Next was the boundary discussion,
the ongoing sticking point. Shelly
distributed a map saying it repre-
sented the historic district that
BLM will submit. It outlined one
kilometer on either side of the
creek and disregarded the rim-to-
rim boundary proposed by the
Coalition Board and agreed to by
the BLM after public hearings in
2001. The Commissioners favored
the smaller, BLM boundaries. The
meeting ended with assignments to
finish the mapping and cataloguing
of recorded sites - not known sites
- with a timeline goal of submitting
a near-final Nomination to the
Utah Division of State History by
the end of February 2007. All
Nomination materials had to be
submitted by the end of February
to allow Division staff to provide
public notice, get in touch with pri-
vate property owners, and follow
all the federal regulations, so that
the State Board of History could
review the Nomination at their

April meeting.

At the Coalition Board meeting of
January 27, 2007 the Board deter-
mined to support the NRHP
Nomination that BLM will submit
to the State Board of History, but
also draft a statement indicating
our involvement in this process,
including raising $14,000 to finally
get the Nomination written, ex-
pressing our displeasure with the

proposed boundary.

At the end of February 2007, Ar-
chitectural Historian for the Divi-
sion of State History and the per-
son most closely associated with
the Nomination, Cory Jensen and
Wilson Martin, State Historic Pres-
ervation Officer, determined that
they would need more time to
properly prepare this Nomination.
Cory and Wilson notified all parties
that the Nomination would not be
presented at the April State Board
of History meeting, rather the pres-
entation would be the September
2007 meeting. They maintain that
the Nine Mile Canyon Nomination
as an Archeological District is a
precedent-setter - others are wait-
ing in the wings - and has to be
done strictly “by the book,” follow-
ing federal regulations in every de-
tail. There will therefore be two
review periods, one for the public
and one that the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) per-
forms.

The review by the State Board of
History at their September public
meeting will provide an opportu-
nity for any private property owner
in Nine Mile Canyon to object to
the Nomination if they wish to do
so. Neither the State Board nor

by Bill Walh

private property owners actually
vote on the Nomination. If 51% of
the private property owners submit
objections to the Nomination,
Nine Mile Canyon cannot be listed
on the National Register, but it will
be forwarded to the Keeper of the
National Register and, if approved,
it would be determined eligible. If,
on the other hand, the objections
fall short of a majority, SHPO
sends the Nomination to the Fed-
eral Project Officer, a person at the
BLM National Office, who then
submits the Nomination to the Na-
tional Park Service and the Keeper
of the National Register. If every-
thing is in order, the Keeper then
lists Nine Mile Canyon on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.
Touchdown!

No doubt many readers of this
newsletter are weary of hearing
about more setbacks to the nomi-
nation of Nine Mile Canyon to the
National Register. The Coalition
Board has spent many hours dis-
cussing the prospects as the string
of disappointments has grown
longer. But the Board believes that
Nine Mile Canyon deserves this
honor and recognition, that re-
sources for preservation and pro-
tection will accompany a successful
Nomination, and has learned all
too well that good things do not
come easy. The Board appreciates
member support and the support
of the many allies in this quest. The
Board is determined to see this ef-
fort through to the end, so you will
be reading yet more articles on this
subject in newsletters to come.




Finding Big Feet in Nine Mile Canyon

While working on the Castle Valley
Archaeological Survey of Nine Mile
Canyon, I have had the pleasure of
helping to record many panels of
pictographs and petroglyphs left
behind by the very early inhabitance
of the canyon. I have several special
memories of some incidents that
have occurred during these surveys.

One of my favorite adventures was
the time I found a petroglyph while
working with Dr. Ray Matheny and
some BYU students during their
tield school in the early 1990%:.
That particular day we were finding
several panels of rock art and the
recording was very time consumifig.
Recording involves filling® out
IMAC forms, figuring the aspect,
sketching the figures, measuring the
site and taking photos. Other‘work
is also involved. Some times “the
working conditions are pleasant and
sometimes it can be hot and tedi-
ous.

By late afternoon we were getting
weary and it was nearly the time for
our work to stop for the day. The
team was finishing up a site when
Dr. Matheny asked me to walk
ahead and see if there was a small
site we could re¢otd before finish:
ing for the day. 1 didwas he asked
and aftepra littlc; exploringSvas_ex=
cited to findrene lafge petroglyph. Tt
wasia pecked outline of a peculiar
figuresthat had a very small head, a
round body, short legs and..twbd
huge . feet with five toes on.each
foot.

I called back to Dr. Matheny and
told him of my find. He asked me
to start recording it and he and the
other team members would be
shortly along to help. I am not fond
of sketching rock art but I did start
to record some information and

decided to name the site “Big Feet.”
I also sketched the figure to the best
of my ability (shown in back-
ground). I then came to a stopping
place because I needed the rock art
photographed, and also needed
someone torhelp me measure the
wholefarea. So I'went back to get
the other team members.

The reason I remember this episode
so well#is that while L.vassleading
thedfteam. back to the Site, Ii'must
have béen so excited that F stepped
ovet a-rattle snake-that was poised
to strike and Irnever even saw the
snake or, heard its rattle. The girl
that” followed me saw everything
and scrgamed to warn the others./1
was not bitten-only a little bit
shaken up. I have been lucky in.the
area of live rattle snake sightings.

It is true that during all of my years
of doing survey, I have never seena
live rattle snake in that canyon.~Oth-
ers-have, seeniseveralgbut I suppose
that I ‘am both blind “and -deaffo
their existence and probability think
they will-not harm me.

After ‘the snake incidentyr and  the
excitemént died down, we contin-
ued son +to the site. Dr.7Matheny
took photos and after we finished
the reeording, we looked for other
fock art sites that may have been
around the area. Finding none we
left for the day.

When we got back to camp, stories
were exchanged with the other
teams. Our team members told
about the snake occurrence and I
bragged about finding “Big Feet.”
Some wanted to see the site, and
some did not want to because of a
possible encounter with snakes. So
those who wanted to see Big Feet
were invited to join our team the
next day.

@ M&ﬂyene Wﬂcéney

We left early the next morning and
we all cautiously watched out for
any signs of snakes in the area.
When we reached the site a big sur-
prise was in store for us. There was
no sign of the Big Feet petroglyph.
The others kept asking us if we had
the right place and we assured them
that we did. It was a big mystery to
the entire survey group. Where had
it gone? Why did it disappear? As
we looked around the site, Dr. Don
Miller found another panel of rock
art on the same cliff where Big Feet
was the day before.

It was then that Dr. Matheny in-
formed us that he could see a very
light outline of the disappearing Big
Feet. We then began to document
the new site and as we continued to
record 1it, that site very slowly
started to disappear as the sun be-
gan to shine and light up the area.
As the sun rose higher Big Feet be-
gan to come into full view.

Nine Mile Canyon has many mys-
teries, but one was solved that day.
Sunlight and shadows have a bear-
ing on the rock art. So after that day
we started putting the time of day
on all the recordifigss Nowwe un-
derstand that nock art can.disappear
but will eventually, reappéar when
the i lighting s just right. It was a
lesson well learned. Especiallywhen
phetographing.

I have been told that there.are sev-
eral big foot petroglyphsiinithe can-
von. Whatithese figures represent
wewill probably never know but to
this day Big Feet is one of my favor-
ite petroglyphs; maybe it is because
I found him all by myself. Or maybe
it is because I learned a valuable
lesson about the canyon that day.
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This beautiful time-lapse photo of The Great Hunt panel and the North Star submit-
ted by Coalition member Craig Allen was taken by his son Jeff. Thank you for shar-
ing! We invite everyone to share your favorite photos, poetry and stories.




Board Members

Chair: Fam Miller - Frice, (Jtah

Fast Chair: Steven [ansen - f—/o//ac/aﬂ, (Jtah
5ccrctary: Edythe Marett ~ Duc/m’sne, Ufa/’7
T reasurer: Craig Houskecper~ [Frice, [//ta/z
Board Members:

Chanel Atwood - frice, [//ta/7

Jim PBrown - Koosevelt, (//ta/7

Doy]e Cesspooch ~ Forl’Duc/msne, (//ta/7

[ x Officio Board Members
H. Bcrt Jenson ~ Mﬂton, (//ta/7
Betsy Chapoose ~ /:ortDuc/;csnc, [//ta/7

burcau of Lancl Managemcnt chrcscntativc
Wayne Ludington - Fr/'ce, [//ta/7

Bookkceper
Dawna Houskeeper~ Fr/cc, [//ta/7

Newsletter [ ditor

Diane (Gorman - Fr/'cc, Ufaﬁ

K eith Row]ey - Duchesne, [//ta/7
Steve Tarmer ~ f“/c/Pcr, [//ta/’7
BIH Wa!sh ~ [:ru/t/anaf (//ta/7

Jerr3 Vaculin ~/‘7’o//aa/aﬂ, [//ta/7

ch Mastcr
Trace9 Johnson - frice, ( [tah

JOIN THE COALITION, RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP OR SIGN UP A FRIEND!

Please mail this form to: Nine Mile Canyon Coalition, P.O. Box 402, Price, Utah 84501 Please circle membership type:

Name:
Annual ($25)

Address: With t.he many pressures currently Corporate (51000)
City: State: facing Nine Mile Canyon > your support  ISNRETSRe

has never been more important
Zip - $
Phone: ( ) Please make check or money order payable to: Nine Mile Canyon Coalition
e-mail Thank_ you for your support!

XXX XXX XX

Mission”Statement
The Nine Mile Cangon Coalition exists to preserve and Protec’c Nine Mile Cangon, in Partnership with

land holclers, user groups, Feclcrai, state and local agencies, and Native American organizations. T o that
end, the Nine Mile Cangon (Coalition will foster educational and interpretive programs which include but
are not limited to: assisting in the coordination of canyon interests; Promoting programs of scientific
research in the canyon; hclping with inverx’corg of cultural and natural resources; raising funds, from earnings

orghc’cs, for research, education, interpretivc or Preservation programs, as such funds become available.
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Nine Mile Canyon
SPring Clear\-up
Saturc]ag APril 21,2007




